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How FAR HAVE WE COME?
A HISTORY OF BEDOUIN ARAB GRADUATION FROM
BEN-GURION UNIVERSITY OF THE NEGEV

Ben-Gurion University of the Negev (BGU) was estidd with the unique
nation-building mandate to develop tkegevregion.Today, BGU has become
an internationally recognized institution of high&rarning that actively
promotes hi-tech industry, agriculture, health By and education in the
region.

The Bedouin Arabs are one of the major populatioougs in the Negev,

currently numbering approximately 200,000 and casnpyg one-fourth of the

region's population. Traditionally, the Bedouin e/¢ne main inhabitants of the
Negev, and derived their livelihood from herdingdaseasonal agriculture.
Since the late 1960's they have undergone a rapahization process. They
are now dependent upon integration into the mod&maeli labor market for

their livelihood. The unique history of this comniynhas left them with

special educational and development needs.

The Center for Bedouin Studies and Development established at Ben-
Gurion University in 1997 in order to address theed for academic
advancement in the Bedouin community, as well asupport the community’s
broader development needs. As such, one of thee€Czentral goals has been
to increase the number of Bedouin university sttslemd graduates, with a
particular emphasis on women.

Figure 1
Bedouin Bachelors Degree Graduates from BGU by Gender
1970-2006*
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From BGU's first graduating class in 1970, throa§B0, there were a mere 38
Bedouin who graduated with Bachelors degrees, oméyof whom was female
(see Figure 1). During the 1990s, there were significant incesasn the
number of male Bedouin students and graduatesh8yate 1990s-2000, the
number of female graduates increased to 22, priynas a result of a pilot
intervention program that began in 1993 that predifinancial and academic
support to a small group of female Bedouin studérftee Bedouin Center
adopted and significantly expanded this supporgmnm, as a result of the
involvement of Mr. and Mrs. Robert H. ArnowFigure 1 shows that in the
period beginning four years after the establishneérthe Bedouin Center to
the present (2001-2006), the number of female Bed&achelors degree
graduates jumped to 112, representing over a $ikificrease from the number
of female Bedouin graduates in the previous fivarg€1996-2000) Figure 2
shows the number of female Bedouin Bachelors degpaguates from 2000 to
2006 (one year before the first cohort of the €esmtexpanded support
program reached graduation). In the following yé2001), the number of
female graduates more than doubled. By 2004 hifitst time, the number of
female Bedouin Bachelors degree graduates came tdbat of male Bedouin
Bachelors degree graduates. In 2006, their nuniEady equaled those of the
male Bachelors degree graduates, though the nurabbegh male and female
graduates dropped from that of the previous twibitee years.

Figure 2
Annual Number of Bedouin Bachelors Degree Graduates from BGU by Gender
from 2000-2006*
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The success of the Bedouin Center program canbalgmuged by the fact that
its impact doesn't end at the undergraduate létgeelupport has produced a
significant pool of Bedouin students -- female stid in particular -- who
have continued on to pursue graduate studies. \ileeiBedouin Center was
established in 1997, there were a total of 12 Bedgraduates from BGU with

! This pilot intervention was funded by the FrietirEbert Foundation in Israel.
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Masters degrees, all of whom were mategure 3 shows that 8 years after the
Center's establishment, in 2005, the numbdeméle Bedouin Masters degree
graduates reached 12 in a single year. The cuiveilaital of Bedouin women
with Masters degrees from BGU grew dramaticallyrfreero in 2000 to 24 in
2006.

Figure 3
Bedouin Masters Degree Graduates from BGU
1997-2006*
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What did the Bedouin study at BGU? An examinatidrthe distribution of
Bachelors degree graduates by faculty reveals 86% graduated from the
Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, and &¥h the Faculty of Health
Sciences (seé&igure 4). Only 5% graduated from the Faculty of Natural
Sciences, and 1% from the Faculty of Engineeringri®es. Less than 1% (2)
graduated from the School of Managentent.

Figure 4
Distribution of Bedouin Bachelors Graduates from BGU by Faculty
1970-2006*
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2 Management is a newer school that was establish2896.
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The distribution of Bedouin Masters degree gradufitem BGU by faculty is
slightly broader. AsFigure 5 shows, 72% graduated from the Faculty of
Humanities and Social Sciences. A total of 13% gased from the Faculty of

Health Sciences, of whom 11% obtained Masters ésgne health-related

fields, and 2% obtained M.D. degrees. Six percéft)(graduated from the

Faculty of Natural Sciences, 4% from the Facult{ngineering Sciences, and
5% from the School of Management.

Figure 4
Distribution of Bedouin Bachelors Degree Graduates from BGU by Faculty
1970-2006*
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This data demonstrates the need for encouragingp@qg and assisting more
Bedouin students to enter science and hi-tech tedefields at BGU at the
undergraduate level. This is essential both ferdavelopment of the Bedouin
community and for its full integration into the neod, hi-tech Israeli labor
market.

The lack of female Bedouin Bachelors degree graduiat the science and hi-
tech fields is even more pronounced (déigure 6). Again, most are

concentrated in the Faculty of Humanities and 3@&u#ences (82%), followed
by 16% in the Faculty of Health Sciences. Only gtaduated from the
Faculty of Natural Sciences, and none at all frben Faculty of Engineering
Sciences or the School of Management. This reflaccommon tendency
among women in higher education globally to grdeitaore toward the liberal
arts and helping professions (such as teachinggls@ork, nursing and other
health-related fields) than to the traditionallyleadominated science and hi-
tech oriented professions. However, since thd ttmber of female Bedouin
graduates (Bachelors and Masters) from BGU comesntp 158 out of a

population of nearly 200,000, the need for Bedowomen in all fields
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continues to be great. Thus, the support of ferBaldouin students should
continue to be a priority for the Bedouin Center.

Figure 6
Distribution of Female Bedouin Bachelors Degree Graduates from BGU
by Faculty, 1970-2006*
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On the occasion of the Bedouin Center'§ Adiniversary, as we look back to
see how far we have come, it is clear that the €drds had a critical impact
on higher education in the Negev and has signifigamcreased the number of
young Negev Bedouin who are obtaining higher edocat BGU. This on-
going transformation has opened up new horizonsr-Bedouin women in
particular — that will have a widespread effect ttre Negev Bedouin
community, far into the future. As one female Baidostudent stated:

When you have a new idea, you have to try it outdanot give up
without even trying because someone says it’'s insgads. Just look at
how many Bedouin women are studying at the Univérsioday,
because someone gave the idea a char({&dcerpt from the Research

Unit's forthcoming monograph on Bedouin women anighdr
education).

This publication was supported by funds from Mr. Robert Arnow, Baron Eric de Rothschild,
and the Co-Existence Fund directed by Dr. Tamar Golan, Dr. Yunes Abu-Rabia and Mr.
Dodik Shoshani.

" Source of datain all figuresisthe official annual BGU List of Graduates, from 1970 to
2006.
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